The aim of this article is threefold. Firstly, in line with the current tendencies in cognitive linguistics, which direct research toward convergence, integration and a uniform theoretical perspective, recent developments in research pertaining to metaphorical linguistic expressions (MLEs) are discussed against explorations into the semantics of verb-particle constructions (VPCs) in order to demonstrate that these methodologies converge on both the type of questions asked and the kind of solutions proposed. Thus, the second aim of the present exposition is to propose an exemplar-based model of analysis which could be applied to the meaning profiles of both MLEs and VPCs. Finally, in view of the fact that previous approaches to metaphorical language have rather consistently downplayed the role of grammatical categories in meaning disambiguation, the article seeks to establish the function of VPCs in the meaning profiles of MLEs.
in Stefanowitsch (2006) . For the sake of the current exposition, two interconnected limitations inherent in metaphorical expressions will be analyzed: their linguistic scope, i.e., the amount of syntagmatic context considered as relevant in the process of meaning interpretation, and their conceptual scope, i.e., the number of domains a particular linguistic unit is considered to evoke, both of which are discernible in examples (1)- (7) below (cf. Kövecses 2002).
(1) He's without direction in life.
(2) I'm where I want to be in life.
(3) She'll go places in life.
(4) He's never let anyone get in his way.
(5) She's gone through a lot in life.
(6) I'm starved for affection.
(7) He thrives on love.
Clearly, on the basis of the above data, metaphorical linguistic expressions, i.e., the underlined fragments in examples (1)- (7), are either content words, e.g. thrives, or collocations, e.g. go places, often arbitrarily limited, e.g. go through rather than go through a lot. What is of particular interest here is the role of VPCs, particles, and prepositions in the scope of MLEs. On the one hand, in examples (1)-(7), prepositions are not consistently included within metaphorical language. On the other hand, though, the mappings proposed are supported primarily by particles. For instance, the HAPPY IS UP metaphor is instantiated by four linguistic expressions, three of which, i.e., the underlined fragments in examples (8)-(10), are isolated particles: (8) We had to cheer him up. (11) They were in high spirits. (Kövecses 2002: 85) All in all, then, it seems that MLEs are limited rather arbitrarily, which, in some cases, results in positing expressions whose frames do not include the metaphorical focus. For example, Kövecses (2000: 75) , discussing She was consumed by passion or I am burning with emotion, as instances of the EMOTION IS FIRE/HEAT mapping, claims that " [i] t is the prepositions with and by that indicate that there is a causal link between
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In the same vein, Steen's procedure of metaphor identification does not incorporate prepositions and particles into the analysis because "… they are somewhat less easy to handle [since] [m]any prepositions are delexicalized, which presents special problems for analysis and hence identification" (Steen 2002: 25) . Related to this, Stefanowitsch's (2006: 73) proposal to capture metaphorical language in the form of patterns which "… are presented in a form that is somewhat abstracted from the actual citations: verbs are shown in the infinitive, slots for participants are shown as X or Y, and similar patterns are collapsed into compact form using slashes for alternatives and parentheses for To sum up, the examples of MLEs discussed above confirm the isolating character of CMT through the imposition of unmotivated constraints on the number of possible contexts influencing the construal of the target concept. As a result, not only are abstract categories, e.g. emotions, defined in a monolithic way but also sense relations among concepts are presented in a manner which induces identity. Importantly, categories whose status within MLEs is particularly problematic are function words and constructions, including VPCs. Consequently, the role of grammatical categories in meaning interpretation should be one of the central questions addressed in a usagebased, or integrated, approach to metaphorical language.
III. TOWARD AN INTEGRATED MODEL OF METAPHORICAL LINGUISTIC EXPRESSIONS
In the previous section, I have demonstrated that classifying CMT within a usage-based cognitive linguistics is debatable on account of the fact that the methodology is consistently detached from the influences of the linguistic context, which naturally
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Language Value 3 (1), 30-48 http://www.e-revistes.uji.es/languagevalue 34 entails that its conceptual commitment is rather limited. In an attempt to re-attach CMT to mainstream research within the cognitive paradigm, two avenues of exploration have been followed. The first one is a theory-driven attempt to reformulate conceptual metaphors as detailed mappings, while the other one aims at re-contextualizing MLEs.
The two tendencies can thus be discussed as integration through specification and integration through re-contextualization, respectively.
III.1. Integration as specification
The first line of research guided by the principles of a usage-based perspective has sought to remedy the problems of unmotivated generalizations by positing detailed conceptual mappings. All things considered, it seems that a direct access approach to metaphorical language has led to the extension of the conceptual commitment adopted by the methodology.
Still, increasing the conceptual scope of one category, i.e., the source domain, does not seem to have solved the problem of a (postulated) usage-based orientation of the model.
Obviously, the remaining conundrums pertain to the potential influences of other categories to be found within the scope of a metaphorical linguistic expression, and are thus closely related to the other avenue of research aimed at re-establishing the position of CMT within cognitive linguistics, i.e., studies highlighting the role of context in meaning interpretation.
III.2. Integration as re-contextualization
As announced above, attempts to re-formulate metaphorical mappings have been accompanied by research into the quantity and quality of the syntagmatic scope of [t]he specific senses that linguistic units in general, and relational particles in particular, take in discourse are influenced by the linguistic and extralinguistic context in which they are employed. Hence, the uncovering of the nature of contextual elements, like sets of Trs and Lms typically occurring with specific VPCs, helps to better understand the semantics of these constructions.
The profiles, or scopes, of MLEs or VPCs are thus aggregates of categories whose meaning potentials cannot be ignored in the process of conceptual integration. In the same vein, Dobrovol'skij and Piirainen (2005: 155) claim that "… idioms related to the FEAR IS COLD metaphor render ambivalent interpretations. Thus, it is vital to consider not just the actual figurative meanings but also the conceptual structures behind them."
Consequently, Dobrovol'skij and Piirainen define FEAR through a number of (functional) aspects revealed through the study of syntagmatic settings, e.g. "for a long time", "suddenly", "immediately", or the "degree of acceptability of the subject's emotional state from the perspective of the speaker". To illustrate, examples (12)- (13) are considered to highlight "personal" as opposed to "non-personal" aspects of the emotion (cf. Dobrovol'skij and Piirainen 2005: 155).
(12) I had my heart in the mouth when I went to ask the bank for more money.
(13) All those watching the attempt to save the drowning child had their hearts in their
mouths.
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Language Moreover, Hampe draws attention to one problem within VPC studies which is also relevant in the case of MLEs, i.e., the issue of competition among categories within a specific syntagmatic context. To be more specific, in view of the fact that VPCs, and also MLEs, have been associated with particular aspects in isolating methodologies, it is important to check the validity and/or stability of these features from a usage-based perspective.
I believe that the above-mentioned concerns pertaining to the cognitive salience of aspects predicated of isolated categories need to be interpreted against a general discussion in cognitive linguistics on the plausibility of the notion of profile determinance. While details of the dispute can be found in Croft (2001 ), Langacker (2008 ), and Taylor (2002 , what is of utmost importance for the current exposition is the relation between a unit's prominence and its likelihood of functioning as the head within a complex assembly.
To begin with, Ungerer and Schmid (1996) argue that the head/modifier asymmetry is related to the cognitive salience of categories. Salience, in turn, means that a given construct is "… particularly vital for human concerns" (1996: 92). For instance, in the case of shoelace, the category SHOE is seen as more important for human purposes than that of LACE, and consequently the former is the head. Not unrelated to this, Croft Clearly, then, a unit's salience depends on its class membership and it seems that grammatical words and at least some content items are potential candidates for prominence within a syntagmatic context of a metaphorical linguistic expression.
To continue, Goldberg and Casenhisher (2006) argue that, depending on their respective degrees of entrenchment, it is either the construction or the main verb that determines the interpretation of the sentence. For instance, in Mike gave her a pencil, the understanding is assumed to come from the verb give rather than the ditransitive construction. Another tendency is noted by Fillmore (2003) , who refers to give in give her a kiss as a "ditransitive support verb". The particular context in which give occurs renders it non-salient and hence, according to Fillmore, the semantic determinant is the direct object.
What transpires from the above overview is an inference that since a unit's salience is relative, profile determinance seems best defined as a dialogical notion. Consequently, it may well be the case that a number of salient categories are characteristic of a particular context, none of which can be felicitously proposed as a profile determinant. This idea is reinforced by the fact that isolated meaning potentials undergo transformations in the process of conceptual integration to such a degree that their purports become mere ingredients of the whole (cf. Croft and Cruse 2004: 101) . Therefore, I postulate the context of (at least) an utterance to function as a complex primitive, i.e., a locus of functional attributes. This suggestion is based on Croft's model of exemplar-based grammar, which takes:
[e]ach situation/scene as a whole [as] a primitive element in the representation, i.e., a point in conceptual space. To put it another way, each semantic frame is a semantic primitive. Likewise, each construct is a primitive element in the representation, a point in syntactic space. (Croft 2007: 27) As a result of adopting an exemplar-based approach to MLEs, units within a context can be evaluated with reference to their relative salience and, consequently, meaning profiles of MLEs can be developed, which, in essence, consist of recurrent aspects
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IV. METAPHORICAL LINGUISTIC EXPRESSIONS IN THE INTEGRATED MODEL
As already argued above, the integrated methodology assumes the context of an utterance as the starting point and, hence, the global complex primitive is an exemplar.
Within each exemplar, local loci of functional attributes can be distinguished, which are predominantly conveyed via grammatical words and constructions. A metaphorical linguistic expression is thus only one of the many complex primitives which can be found in an utterance. Consequently, its salience is relative and depends on the prominence of the other elements within an exemplar. Therefore, the aspects proposed as highlighted by a given MLE in the isolating approach are likely to be, at least qualitatively, different in the integrated model. Moreover, building on the assumption that conceptual integration involves establishing correspondences, even the most schematic ones, among the participating elements, it is assumed that the components underscored in the meaning profiles of MLEs are at least as relevant to their semantics as those posited in the isolating approach. The specific assumptions of the model are formulated below.
To begin with, as argued in Section II.1, the very definition of a metaphorical linguistic expression requires elaboration and, thus, I assume that an MLE is a collostruction composed of two units, one of which designates a concrete concept and the other an abstract one. Moreover, since the function of MLEs is to reveal the underlying semantic potential of abstract concepts e.g. emotions, which, in turn, are conveyed via nouns, I Moreover, Hanks posits that in the case of the sea of N construction, the salient functional attribute is vastness, which is consistently inherited by the complex assembly. If this speculation is confirmed by means of an integrated methodology, it will be concluded that a usage-based approach is redundant since it, on the whole, confirms the aspects already revealed in an isolating model. If, on the other hand, syntagmatic contexts were to show functional attributes other than those posited in CMT, the validity of the methodology would be increased.
As a result of verifying Hanks' examples, the aspect of vastness has been partly confirmed in the syntagmatic settings of sea of faces, since of the 19 corpus citations checked, seven co-occur with contexts related to unboundedness, which is illustrated by examples (14)- (20). (14) She looked down upon a sea of faces, rows and rows of black-stockinged legs, and a long line of mistresses sitting on their chairs.
(15) For a second she blacked out, not from pain but from the shock of it all, and when she opened her eyes she was looking into a sea of faces all staring down at her.
(16) She'd deliberately looked into the sea of faces, looked unerringly to the rear of the crowded room.
(17) She glanced up with dread and peered into the sea of faces that was watching her with curiosity.
(18) She ignored his lecherous gaze and scanned the sea of faces for Stephen.
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Language (20) Obediently the noise level dropped to a whispered exchange, and Larsen ran his eye over the sea of faces packing the long corridor on either side, trying to pick out his daughter Karen.
In the case of sea of troubles, however, the corpus examples point to a connection between the phrase and the CONTROL schema, as illustrated by examples (21)- (22).
(21) Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, And by opposing end them?
(22) Had it not been for that publication Sally might have avoided that almost overwhelming sea of troubles which resulted from harmlessly intended praise.
Finally, the contexts of sea of life present the following picture:
(23) Much better to get involved with someone who had plunged fully into the sea of life than with someone who had stood wimpishly on the edge, afraid to dip in so much as a toe.
(24) It is someone who is not afraid of responsibility or commitment, whose daily disciplines provide an anchor in the rough sea of life, who does not switch his allegiance, whatever the cost.
(25) Now you've been patched up, your hull's been scraped, a lick of paint and you're ready to get back into the great sea of life.
Thus, sea of life may well be associated with such concepts as EXCITEMENT, DANGER or even WAR. However, the link is not as obvious as in the case of, for instance, sea of faces. For one thing, more context, probably as extensive as the underlined fragments in examples (23)- (25), is needed in order to discover the salient aspects.
Two important implications emerge from our discussion so far. Firstly, MLEs are ambiguous collostructions whose meaning potentials only partly confirm the aspects proposed in isolating approaches. This is not to say that vastness/unboundedness is not a possible element of the meaning potential of, for instance, sea of trouble. However, it is to say that this aspect is not revealed in the meaning profile of the cluster.
Consequently, sea is seen as a complex primitive which competes for salience with In view of the above, I propose a grammar-based metalanguage for the description of the meaning profiles of MLEs, whose validity is further supported by research into simulation semantics. To be more specific, abstract categories, which constitute the core of MLEs, are highly attenuated simulations of engaged experience. Thus, in consonance with the mechanics of conceptual integration, the meaning profiles of MLEs are expected to display features which are consistent with those anticipated by the cluster. According to CMT, the aspect highlighted by cold/icy fear is a negative valuation.
However, the integrated approach shows that there are a number of other attributes relevant to the meaning of the cluster. Importantly, these aspects, e.g. PENETRATION,
RESULT, or CONTROL, are, in my view, prototypically functional since they facilitate the construal of the emotion from the human perspective, i.e., as regards its intensity. The meaning profiles of MLEs presented above point to two important implications of the model proposed here. To begin with, an exemplar-based analysis highlights aspects of meaning potentials of collostructions which are unavailable through an isolated perspective. However, these features are important for the semantics of MLEs on a few counts. Firstly, a systematic analysis of meaning profiles facilitates ambiguity/conventionality distinctions, which can be accomplished on the basis of the number and productivity of aspects. Consequently, deep sadness seems a less ambiguous, i.e., metaphorical, cluster than deep fear. Related to this, sense relations among MLEs can be established on the basis of meaning profiles, which will inevitably result in delimiting the rampant synonymy position of CMT. Next, depending on the degree of attenuation of aspects within exemplars, MLEs could be placed along the concrete/abstract continuum in a motivated way, whereby highly schematic concepts, 
V. CONCLUSIONS
Three main conclusions arise from the current exposition. Firstly, and perhaps most importantly, there are theoretical implications, which clearly show points of convergence between the VPC and MLE methodologies as well as their unquestionable position within a usage-based cognitive linguistics. Consequently, the article addresses one of the remaining challenges of the paradigm, which is to forge a uniform theoretical position that could be shared by the multifarious proposals classifying themselves as "cognitive". Secondly, and related to this, an integrated model of MLEs has been proposed, and its relevance for VPCs has been highlighted. Finally, it has been evidenced that the meaning profiles of MLEs are predominantly composed of grammarbased conceptual primitives and, thus, the role of VPCs for the interpretation of metaphorical linguistic expressions has been emphasized.
In view of the above, it can be firmly stated that explorations into the semantics of MLEs and VPCs have much to offer not only to each other but also to other usagebased methodologies within cognitive linguistics.
